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ADDRESS  Of  THE  PREMIER  OF 
ELECTORS  OF  THE 


SCOTIA  TO  THE 
E, 


To  the  Electors  of  Noua  Scotia : 

Tht!  Ilouso  ol  Assciiilily  li.iviiii.'  liccn  di-.inlvcd,  it  is 
now  nocoswary  tor  the  oioctors  ol  tlic  I'ldvincc  In  cliooso  iiicmluM- 
to  ropri'sent  thorn  for  another  term.  Tlie  tiinr  llien'tor.'  is  Httinj; 
for  a  review  of  Provimial  aft:iirs.  I  invite  my  tellnw-eoiintiyinen 
to  Htu(ly  earefully  the  |K»litioil  evt-nts  of  recent  y<'ars  in  this  Prov- 
inee,  and  I  have  the  stronfiest  eontidenee  that  tlie  record  <it  the 
prenc^nt  admini.slnition  will  eominend  itsplf  to  tlie  intelliir<'nl  jiidi;- 
inent  ot  the  people, 

PROVINCIAL    SUi.SiniKS. 

ThiK  (juestion,  which  has  from  time  to  time  enira<;ed  the  attention 
of  the  various  Provincial  (lovernments  demands  consideration.  The 
provision  made  at  the  time  of  Confederation  for  tin-  s'lpport  oi  Pro- 
vincial (Tovernments  may  have  then  heeii  sulKcient.  l»ui  experittnce 
has  shown  that  it  did  not  take  into  account  the  future  needs  ot 
various  sections  of  the  Dominion  It  is  ditticult  to  show  satisfactory 
reasons  for  the  limitations  which  were  placed  upon  lh<>  allowances 
to  the  Provinces.  It  cannot  he  (|uestioned  that  as  the  population  of 
the  respective  Provinces  increases  and  larijer  public  expi^nditures 
I>ecome  necessary,  there  should  have  been  provision  tor  a  propor 
tionatc  increase  in  the  Federal  allowances  in  aiil  of  i'rovincial 
Government.  The  reasonableness  of  this  view  has  been  stron<»ly 
impressed  upon  us,  and  representations  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Federal  authorities  with  a  view  to  obtaininir  their  co- 
operation in  the  seekin-j  ol  such  an  amendment  to  the  British  North 
America  Act  as  would  make  a  fairer  allowance  to  the  Provinces.  In 
cmnmim  with  the  (lovernments  of  sister  Provinces,  we  have  recently 
urged  this  matter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Government  at 
Ottawa,  and  we  have  been  informed  Ihaf  for  the  purpose  ot  caretui 
consideration  ot  this  and  any  other  matters  iliil  may  arise  between 
the  Dominion  and  the  Provinces,  a  Conference  ot  the  Dominion  and 
Provincial  Ministers  will  b<'  -,iiimiinned  to  meet  at  an  euily  day. 
While  we  have  lieen  able  owing  to  tiie  gnat  success  otdur  mining 
policy  to  make  generous  allowances  to  mcst  of  our  public  services. 
there  are  fields    of    usetul  work    into  which   we  might  enter  if  our 
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n-vcnuor*  WKiild  |K<rmit  iin  to  do  so.  I  cnUirtHin  tlu'  HtionjjOf^t  h(i|K> 
that  (he  result  ot  that  ('(tnlcrenco  will  Iks  to  brinjf  about  a  more 
«iili>tiiituiy  settlcmont  of  tho  tinanciai  and  other  <|ue«tion8  >M)tween 
thp  Dominion  and  Provitico;*,  and  that  an  a  roHult  we  tliall  t»e  able  to 
cany  out  on  a  »tiii  larujor  ^4cal«!  th»!  profrroHsivc  |M)licy  which  we 
believt'  the  Province  "ctiuires.  A  htrona;  exprexHion  of  public  opinion 
as  to  the  juntice  ot  the  claims  of  the  Province  in  tho  ro-adju)<tmont 
ot  the  Provincial  subsidies  will  strengthen  the  (Tovernment  in  the 
])osition  it  is  taking  on  this  important  question. 

RAILWAYS. 

The  providing  of  satisfactory  railway  facilities  i-j  recognized 
everywhere  as  one  of  tho  most  im]>ortant  factors  in  the  (hnelopnient 
of  a  country's  resources.  The  people  of  Nova  Scotia  have  always 
had  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  railways,  and  they  view(((l 
with  mu<h  regret  the  1  i  mi  U-d  success  which,  for  many  years,  atlenied 
the  efforts  of  both  Dominion  and  Local  Governments  to  supi)ly 
ade<^uate  railway  fai'ilities  for  the  Pntvince. 

.Vpait  from  the  Intercohmial  Railway,  which  served  a  portion  of 
eastern  Nova  Scotia,   and  the   Dominitm  .Vtlantic    Railway,    which 
served  a  portion  of  the   western   section,   railway    projects   in   the 
Province    made   but   little   progress    until    a   comparatively  recent 
period.       Some  years  ago,  the  Intercolonial  was  extended  eastward 
into  Cape  Breton,  and  the  Dominicm   Atlantic  system,  previously 
called    the    Windsor   and    .Annapolis,    was  extended    westward    to 
Yarmouth.       These    extensicms    materially    increased   our    railway 
tacilities.       But  even   then   a   large   part  of   .Nova  Scotia  was  stilj 
without  railway  accommodation.     Dominion  and  Local  (jovernments 
offered  sul)si<lies  tor   various  schemes.        Companies  attempted  to 
finance  proposed  roads,  but  rarely  with  success.        Up  to  less  than 
ten  years  ago  the  Province  was  much  Inshind  the   times  in    railway 
accommodation.       In    those    sections   of  the   ccmntry    which   were 
without  such  means  of  communication  the  people  were  discouraged 
and  too  many  of  our  young  men  felt  impelled  to  go  abroad.       I 'am 
glad  that  I  am  now   able  to  point  to  a   lietter  position  of   affairs, 
which,  I  may  justly  claim,  is  the  result  of  the  Lilwral  policy,  lM>th 
in  Dominion  and  Provincial  matters.       By  the  co-(»peration"^  of  the 
D(miiiii(m  and  Local  (lovernments  a  larger  measure  of  aid  has  been 
offered  and,  with  this  help,  ccmipanies  have  l)een  enabled  to  under- 
take successfully  enterjjrises  which  had  previously  tailed. 

Notable  among  tho  new  enterprises  which  have  been  brought  '   t 
life  by  this  |)olicy  is  the  system  of  the  Halifax  and  South  VVe.- 
Railway  C(mii>any.     This  new  road  has  l»een  in  operation  tor 
months  between  Halifax  and  Liverpool,  aifording   a    valuable 
much  api)reciated  means    of   comnmnication    for^  Halifax,    Lu.ien- 
burg  and  Queens  Counties       The  railway  is    ii,)w    under   construc- 
tion,   and   in    a  very   advanced  state  from  Liverpool  to  Barrington 
Pa.s.sage,  where  it  meets  a  railway    to    Yarmouth,    which    has    been 
con.solidated  with  the  system.     The  Nova  Scotia  Central   Road  has 
been  amalgamated  with  the   line  already  mentioned  and  has  been 
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exterxU'd  from  Miiiillctoii  to  Vi«lniiii  H«>ii(-li  The  work  on  tho 
iin(-oin|)lctf(l  Moclionw  is  Immhu  pu^hod  lorwiird  mo-t  vi<;orouhl\  and 
it  in  «'onti<icntly  lK^li^!V<■d  tliiit  tM-lore  the  cIoho  ot  the  prcscht  yvnv 
th(!  whole  ^ystciii  Iroiii  ilttlita.-i  to  Yitriiioutli,  tinil  troni  I^uncnlMiri.' 
to  tlu'  Uuy  ot  Fiindy,  will  ho  tiriifthetl  mid  in  .■.alistailorv  o|n'rution. 

While  this  jfmat  rty.-itoni  lius  hoon  constnictod  west  ot  IIiilitHx, 
other  sections  of  the  Frovinee  h:ive  not  Uen  nverlooked.  The 
Inverness  and  Richmond  Hoad,  the  Midland  Line,  now  forming 
part  of  the  Dominion  Atlunti(\  and  the  (7ape  iireton  Kailwuy  to  St. 
IVterV,  attest  the  success  of  the  (lovernmenfs  railway  policy  in 
the  HuctionM  through  whicrh  these  roads  run. 

The  (foveriuncnt  has  (h;sired  to  «ee  similar  facilities  extended  to 
the  portion  of  country  lying  eastward  from  the  ( 'ity  oi  Flalifax  and  ex- 
tenciing  to  the  Strait  of  Can.so.  A  jirojet:!  which  jrave  proinis*-  «if 
supplyinji  the  needs  of  that  iarae  section  was  unfortunately  unsuc- 
cessful, owinji  to  the  death  of  two  gentlemen  very  prominently  con- 
nected with  it.  I  am  jrlad  to  he  ahic  to  say  tliut  the  work  ha«  now 
l>een  taken,  up  l>y  a  now  company,  at  the  lu'ad  of  which  stand  Sir 
Montasju  .\llan  and  the  Acadia  C'oal  Conipany,  which  has  so  long 
carried  on  succijssful  operations  in  Pictou  ('ounty.  \o<rotiations 
are  now  in  jirogress  which,  I  am  contident,  will  as.suro  the  early 
construction  of  the  railway  from  Dartmouth  throujrh  Kastorn  Hali- 
lax  and  (ruyshorough  County  to  the  Town  of  (iuysl>orou<;h  and 
alMo  from  a  point  on  the  Intercolonial,  at  or  near  New  (iia-sgow.  to 
the  port  of  Country  Harh<jr. 

During  the  last  tive  years  we  have  been  securing  the  oonHtruc- 
tion  <»f  railways  in  Nova  Scotia  at  the  rate  of  eight\  miles  per  year 
and  at  the  end  of  this  year  wo  will  have  in  operation  in  this  pro- 
vince 617  miles  of  railway,  exclusive  of  the  Intercolonial  and 
Dominion  Atlantic  Railways,  and  with  the  completion  of  the 
Halifax  -md  Ka.stern  Rjiilway,  ne-irly  "ifXi  miles  will  he  athted. 
This  is  surely  the  he.st  evidence  that  can  he  offoicd  ot  the  entor- 
pri.sing  and  progresnive  policy  of  the  (Jovornment.  I  firmly 
l>elieve  that  it  is  such  a  policy  as  fairly  entitles  this  (jovcrnment  to 
a  renewetl  oxpressiim  of  confidence  from  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

MINING  LKGISLATION. 


In  the  sphere  of  mining  operations  the  (Tovernment  is  aide  to 
l)oint  with  pride  to  the  success  which  has  attentled  its  policy. 
The  Province  continues  to  rea}!  great  advantages  from  the  minin<; 
legislation  introduced  some  years  ago  by  the  Liberal  ( JovernnuMit, 
under  which  a  numlter  of  coal  mines  of  Nova  Scotia  were  conscdi- 
dated  under  new  and  progressive  management.  The  advantages 
which  the  Province  has  derived  from  that  legislation  are  now  so 
apparent  as  to  be  universally  recognized.  It  is  well,  however,  to 
remind  the  public  that  legislation  was  only  ])laco(i  cm  the  statute 
book    after   a    struggle.     The    opponents    ot  the    Government   on- 


(|»>iivur«'(l    Id  iihiiiii    llin    <(.uiitiv  widi   rrU'n   as   \n  tlif    tjiviil    iniiity 
wliith  wii^   iilxiiil  In   lie   Itiouirlit  ii|Min   N'ltvu  Scoliii,  liiul   iiium   thi' 
iiiiiiiii;.'  iiitlu»li>  |>inli('ul;irlv,  it  -"IkIi  Icjiislutinii  wt-n-  H'lii|>t('<l.    Not 
«iiil>   \\ii->  111'    iiuii:>ui.    -tiimiily   <i|>i«i.M(l  in    <>ur    Kt  j,'isl:iluri',   Imt  it- 
.i|i|>(>iuiit>  ( iiiiii  >i   llicir   oiipoHition  to  Otiiiwii  iiiui   ii|>p«ul«'(l   to  tlio 
(Jovt'inoi-tifiifiiil  to   (IImiIIow    tl(c    \«t.      It  if.  Miiti' to   niiy  now  tliiit 
no  ollioi-  IcfjiHliilion    tomhini!  inilu^lrml    enterprises  ever   passed  in 
tills  I'rovinee  was  more  prmlnelive  ni  l>enetits  tn  theeounty  at  luijfe 
than    the    lejrislation    to    wliieli    I    li.ive    reterreil.      Instead    ot   the 
deserted  viilajies    preduted  by    our  oiipniients,    we  have   prosperous 
(itiesand   towii»;   instead  ot   a  det  reased   min»l»er  ot    workmen,  we 
have    a   lar^'ely    increased   nuniher    ot   liippy   and    contented   men  ; 
instead   ot   a  deereasc'd   output,    we   have   an    output    inereasinj;  hy 
leaps  and  hounds.      We  iiave  splendidly   eipiipped   mines,  the  e((ual 
ot   any  in  the  world.      We  have  wtdl   cmslructed    railways,  mod«rn 
shippinjr  piers,  superior  lines  ot   ci.il  transports,  and  excellent  dis- 
ehaif^inji;   tacilitics   at    the    points  ot   consumption.      We    have    well 
e(|uipped   and  ade(|U»te  rollinfj  stock.      We  have  that    which  is  per- 
haps hest  ot  all,  a  new  winter  piil    loi  the  shippinjr  ot  coal   all   the 
year  around,  and  a  constantiv  employed   population.      .Not  <mly  was 
the  section  ot   country    in    whidi  the  mines   are    situated    lienetitted 
ijrreatlv  hy    tiie    increase  ot  tra<te  and    commerce    hrou^^ht    ahout  l«y 
this  leV'islatioii,  hut  the  whole  Province  proliled  in  !i  marked  de^rree 
tlirou;;li  the   increased  mininjr  rovenue   which   enabled  the   govern- 
ment   to  deal    with    education,    railways,    hridges,    roads,    and    the 
various  other  .services  ot   the   I'rovince,  with  a  liberality  that  would 
not    have    been    possible    umh'r    olher    conditions.      The    splendid 
development    that    has   takt'ii    jilace  in    Nova  .Scotia    under    the    in- 
tluence  ot  that  measure  remains  as  a  iiKmument  to   the  wisdom  and 
courage  ot   the  (ioveinmeiit  which    introduced  and  carriiul   through 
the  legislation. 
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MindtuI  ot  the  tact  that  the  tarmeis  torm  ihe  great  majority  ()t 
our  people  it  lias  lie.'ii  the  constant  cure  ot  the  Government  to  give 
all  pos  iblc  ciicoiiraL'emcnt  to  agriculture.  The  erection  ot  the  now 
.Agricultural  1  idlcgi  Imilding  at  Truro,  the  importation  of  stock, 
the  tiaviding  dairy  schoids,  the  increased  nu;iilHM-  ot  agricultural 
and  horticultural  organizations, —all  these  arc  evidences  that  the 
interests  ot  our  lurmers  have  been  well  considered  and  the  ( laiius  of 
the  science  ot  agriculture  tully  recognized. 

,\  tew  year- ago  I  made  the  statement  that  I  hoped  that  we  would 
have  an  .xL'ricultural  Colleire  in  this  Province  which  would  be  a 
m.itter  ot  iust  pride.  1  teel  that  !  can  now  properly  claim  that 
these  hojies  have  l>een  fully  realized  Our  new  Agricultural  College 
has  begun  a  cartM'r  which  will  mean  more  for  agriculture  in  .Nova 
.Scotia  than  the  nio.st  sanguine  have  ever  anticipated. 

The  Regular  and  Special  Courses  at  the  College  have  achieved  a 
great  nicasuie  ot  popularity  and  have  been  largely  attended.  In 
the  lea<liing  of   <lair\ing   we    have  adoiited    the    modern  method  of 


^^^^m.': 


iiHin<;  the  Tnivi-liiiv'  l>iiirv  S.li.i.il  ^\,triii.  Iiv  vvliicli  cvcrv  loimty  in 

the  Piiivincc   liii-<   Immmi   icin  lir.l,   itn<l    -nnir  ni   tlKiii  n   ^imuihI  liiiK-. 

Tlu'  Daiiv   Sclio.il   in^liiK  li»i^    Imvi-    lirltl   in    imli    y<'.'ir  nciiilv   MM) 

m«M'liiij,'>.i  liiivt'  .ulilir-iMMl  iiciul\    lt!,n(M»  tiiriiKi-'    wive^  iiinl  liuiiirlil- 

fiN,  iliv  iivru'.'f  atl<ii<liin<f  at  c.irh    i liii^'    Umii-;  :il>oiit  in.      TImh 

iriMtrmlinii  in  up-tu-datf  uh'IIhmI^  infan«  a  U'ltfr  artirU-  pnidiifod 
anit  ifn-attT  piotilM  loi  lliox-  cinplKyiit.  A'lilcd  In  llii-<,  a  niiiiitxT 
lit  cicanu'ricw  hnw  Imcii  lilnially  licniii-i'il. 

Kx|)4^riin<>ntiil  oiclmnl--  liavc  Imih  -n-l  out  in  ovfiy  county  i>i  tlic 
l»rti\in(c  out^iilo  <>i  llic  tniil  l«lt.  In  tc  Io  vvlial  cxlont  truil  ctmM 
Ih' raised  in  (itiitr  niuntic-t.  I'NVfnly-iijrlit  nt  llicst-  (inlianls  nave 
alrcaily  lifcn  plantt'd,  atw  in  .v.  ry  rounty  and  twi>  in  many. 

Tlu'  polity  <it  the  (Jovcrnnuiit  wifh  rc.-ipfct  to  A<rrirulliiral 
Sofiftics  has  hfcn  conlinucil.  \Vt  liav.'  now  in  thi-  Provimi-  Itit 
A;rii<uUiiral  Soticlii-i,  witli  a  niiinl)i'isliip  nl  8,45(1,  >ul»stiil»in^ 
ulMUit  ♦12,tMM>,  wliii  h,  with  tiic  (Joveinin<«nl's  <rriint  ot  ♦1(»,<MM», 
•fives  upvvaiils  ot  ?<-i2,'H»0  cxpcndt'd  tiy  Societies  in  tlie  inipioveiueiit 
ot  live  stock.  In  addition  to  this  the  (iovernnient  has  assumed  the 
responsiliility  ot<lin'itly  im|iorlinir  :•  nuniliei  ot  horses  tor  hreedin;; 
purposes,  selected  upon  the  advice  ot  competent  experts.  For  this 
purpost-  there  has  lieen  expended  ill  the  last  lew  yeiir>  ahoul  *:Vl,IMI(), 
This  policy  will  i)lace  th.-  -lock  ot  the  Provinre  in  a  more  creilit- 
alile  position  and  will  meet  with  ireneral  approval. 

HDl't  ATION. 

The  (luestion  ot  educalii  ii,  at  all  times  one  ot  the  deepest 
interest  to  the  people  ot  Nova  Scotia,  has  reci'ived  the  most  can-tul 
attenti<m,and  in  this,as  in  other  matters,  there  is  aliundant  evi<lene- 
of  profiress  and  iiood  •roveiiiment.  The  eoinmon  scho<d  system 
has  been  maintained  in  all  its  elliciency.  < 'are  has  been  taken  I'l 
brinji  to  its  (Jevelopmeiil  the  best  thoiij^ht  i>t  modern  educatioiii-«s. 
Domestic  science,  manual  traininij;  ami  eons(didated  schooU  h  i^  ^ 
been  adopted. 

In  addition,  the  policy  ot  the  (fovernment  has  been  to  afford 
every  possible  opportunity  tor  the  maintainin^r  of  an  etticient  sithool 
in  every  section  in  the  Provinci".  Increased  j.'rants  have  been  made 
to  poor  sections,  irreater  powei-  have  Uien  conterrod  upon  lo-pect- 
<ir8  in  earrvinsr  out  the  law  where  local  administration  wa>  inade- 
quate and  jiower  has  been  taken  under  which  reirulalions  have  been 
made  with  a  view  to  carryinjr  <>ul  the  jxdiev  of  the  (rovernment. 

Provisi(ni  has  been  made  by  which  thei(>  is  much  reason  to  hope 
increased  <rrants  will  shortly  be  paid  to  teachers.  .V  pension  scheme 
has  been  devise<l  under  which  teachers  who  laboured  lonji;  In  the  work 
will  receive  reasonable  recoiriiition  in  their  (U'eliniiiif  years.  Le<ri.t- 
lation  has  been  passed  .lutliorizin^  the  appointment  of  an  .\<lvisory 
Board  ot  a  representative  character,  which  will  brinj;  the  best 
educationists  oi  the  Province  into  close  touch  with  the  practical 
working  of  the  public  school  system. 


IIUMANK    INSTimiONS. 

rh<' liiiiiiitiH'  iii>ti(iitli>ii>H  «.r  iiur  l*ruviii«<'  hiivt-  lor  iiiuiiv  y<'i«i-< 
Imi'ii  tdiiiiiirttil  ill  It  iimiiiMr  Nvhi<li<lt'mi»ntl«'il  anil  icr.'ivr.l  iIh'  lii)rh- 
cM    iiiaikM   .(»   pulilir    a|i|ii<'Viil.     The   inor.l    ut   nMfiif    ytait    has 

iiiaiiilain.il   an<l  •'Xlciuli-.l    Ihf  liiirh   <haiact»T  ot  ll- inxtitiiliniH. 

The  N->va  Scotia  ll<>'|»ital  anil  Jlu-  Vi.toria  (ifin-ral  Ho^'pilul  <<>ii- 
tiiiiK'  thiir  '.'I'K'I  work.  Local  hi>-.|iiluU,  aitli'il  l»y  llic  (fovciniiu'iit, 
liHVc  tK'<ii  c^l.il.li^licl  ill  a  iuiiiiImt  oI  iihuc-..  A  Sanilariiim  lor 
tlu'  tn'iilmciil  ol  ii>n«nni|ilion  ha^^  Iwcii  oHtnlirHlic.l  .A  Kiiilvillc. 
Hii  itiHtiiution  which  iiiaikn  Nova  Scolia  a-  a  hmihi  m  the  new 
inovfihciil   lor  the  trcalinciil  ot  thi«  iliMcasc  iiilhcilo  mi  .laii-.'i  toih. 

KOADS     AND     HUIIXJKS. 

in  1««3  the  (Jovt  ritiiu'iit  asMUiiiod  the  reHidinsiliilily  ol  iMiiliiirijjr 
the  laiirer  Iniilsre-i  ot  the  IVovince.  Piii..  policy  wa-«  i  wise  on-,  tor 
ill  no  othci-  way  coulil  the  larj^er  hridjfe-*  have  l»'cn  ■*<*  well  or  •*!> 
cheaply  coiiHtiilcteil.  There  liar.  Uvn  evpendeil  on  the  laiL'er 
hiiilire-  ot  the  I'loviiice  up  to  tile  present  j<2,;V2;i,t!H-i,  ami  to 
this  extent  the  iiiuiiicipalilie^  have  Im-cii  lelieveil  ot  tin-  hunlen 
torinerly  placed  upon  them  in  coniiectiiin  wilii  roads  and  liridij.'s. 
Since  that  time  we  have  "tone  a  step  lurlher  in  the  direction  ot 
relifvmir  the  municipaliJie>  ot  the  care  and  improveiiienl  ot  our 
hifrhwuvs.  It  was  telt  that  any  addilinnal  sum  which  could  Ite 
appropriated  tor  the  iniproveiiu'iit  ot  our  roads  could  Ik  West 
ulilized  in  the  construction  ot  a  smaller  class  ot  hrid^res  and  since 
the  adoption  ot  tlii-  policy  we  have  oxponihHl  out  ol  revenue 
*I71.»5I2,  or  an  averajre  durinjr  the  past  live  years  ot  *.U,;i22  \»-r 
year.  During'  tormer  years  the  repairinir  ot  our  laiirer  liridjres 
"was  placctl  upon  tin-  municii>alities.  They  have  now  hoen  rtdioved 
ol  this,  and  durin<r  the  past  two  years,  we  have  expended  lor  such 
repairs,  |l<),t')(i4.  It  will  thus  l>e  sci'ii  that  all  sums  expi-nded  in 
the  coiisinictioii  ot  smaller  hridfres  and  in  the  mitinteiiancc  aii<l  re- 
pair ot  larifer  liiidf.'es  are  direct  contrihutions  out  ot  the  leve-  it 
the  Province  tor  the  puhlic  hijfhways. 

Wo  have  made  spwial  appropriations  tor  the  construction  ot 
new  roads.  We  have  widely  extended  the  Use  ot  road  making.' 
machinery;  tirst,  hy  providinj:  means  for  the  purchase  ot  the 
machines,  and  attei  wards  l»y  iiiakiii>:  a  special  f^rant  to  lie  expended 
on  work  to  he  done  entirely  liy  machinery.  In  counties  to  which 
the  machines  uie  a<la)>ted  that  wmk  has  L'iven  the  utmost  satistaction. 

Havin-r  ettectively  dealt  with  the  construction  ot  permanent 
tnidge-,  ind  taken  over  the  care  ot  all  the  smaller  liridjres,  we  at 
the  same  time  have  been  devotinjr  all  the  money  availalile  in  aid  ot 
the  roads,  and  liy  a  system  ot  special  grants  have  heeii  atteiidinu' 
to  the  uiirent  needs  ot  the  various  I'ounties.  We  will  continue  to 
devote  our  attention  to  the  important  suhject  ot  improving:  thi'  con- 
dition under  which  the  puhlic  roads  ot  the  Province  should  Ix'  care<l 
tor,  and  I  regard  the  suhject  ot   an  improved  system   tor  the  hetter- 


iti.Mil  <>t  ..ur  hijrliw^.V- il-  „h.-  .l.'^iTvih;;  nl  III.'  .  itli.'U  iif«-ti  ot 
tin-  iH'Xt  L<')fiHlaturo. 

I'lIhLK'  DKKT 

For  II  l.iiiir  lim-'  <- •   '•"'  |"i"<i|Mtl  crio-iit  i.ui-  <.|i|M.ii.-nlH  wut 

that  tli<-  |iiil»lic  il.  I>l  wii-  U-ing  iiuniHiil.  Kl.<t«.r»  win*  iirt>  ii<. 
UtwiU'T  y  •iiMir  will  if.all  tli.-  .•..utidcnt  |>r<-.li<'»i..ns  ol  our  ()|.|..irM'iilH 
thill  till-  im  relief  to  ihr  |.ul»li«'  <l'l'«  wuiil.l  l»rin>f  upon  tin'  Provinrr 
till-  hunli'iiH  ot  iliipit  iHXiitiou. 

Mi:y  we  not  now  invito  thiMc  clictois  to  coniiiiiri' llii'  |ir<'<li»tii>n>) 
„l  ,,ui  opponi'tits  with  till-  i.wultN  (.t  tlu«  polity  whiili  th.-y  <on- 
.l.inn.MlV  Tin- pulilii'  .U-I't  un.loul)ti'<ily  hii-  immim-d.  Whiil 
SMUi.^' ••.Minlrv  uiMJcr  .ir.uni-liinir^  liki-  our  own  .an  mny  on  \U 
■piil.lir  iittiiir-iin.l  m.-.'l  tli.-  lu-od-  "t  n  ><rowin«  linif  witlioul  sonio 
in.ivii-i'  ot  pulili.  .l.'l.t?  rill'  (invfirinii'iil  t.'i'o;rni/,.Ml  Ihi-  la.f  tluit 
Honif  ■.uih  in.'iTii'i'  ot  pul.lir  ild't  wii«  lUMcss.iry  it  llu-  Provin.i' 
wa-  ti>  k.'fp  up  with  tlic  litiif'  and  nu'i-t  tin-  nccilt  ot  tin-  proplo  in 
r.  hition  to  |.ul)lic  work-  VV'iilc  our  opponents  tivati-d  any  addition 
to  the  pulilir  drill  uh  an  .vil.  wi-  askinl  llu-  poopl.-  to  atithoii/,.'  u- 
to  niakf  ^uih  miHonahlo  imr.'MMc  h«  tin-  puhlic  service-  miv'ht 
n-ouir.'.  and  as  ii'Vimuk-.  would  |H'rinil.  'riii-  irsulli  ot  that  policy 
an-  iM'toi.'  thf  pul.lir.  iind  I  am   piTsuadt'd  thai    tlu-   int.dlii.'.'iit  and 

pio},M.!.^Kiv.'  I pli-  ot  our  I'loviiu-i"   will   provi"  thi'ir  appn-iiation  .d 

ihi  ^«oulldn(•rt^*  ot  till'  polity  pui-Hurd. 

Till"  puhlif  <li'l>t  has  Ih'imi  intni'asotl  only  to  a  niodoiiiti'  oxtfiit 
and  tor  pul.lif  purporH..,,.  tlu'  iisctulnt-ss  ot  which  in  now  <n-nc.iilly 
rf.ovtnizeil.  Airainst  a  lar^n-  part  ot  the  .U-l.t  thcif  arc  suhstaiitial 
asset.-,  so  that  the  net  .U^hl  t.t  the  IVovineo  is  c.uiparatively  small. 
Increase  ot  cxpenililure  and  increit.su  ot  the  deht  have  heen  so  ciire- 
tullv  jrnartlcd  th;  t  thev  have  .miy  kept  piur  with  the  incroa-ed 
revt'-iiiii's  which  the  tiimncnil  policy  ot  ilie  (rt.vernnient  has  producetl 
Direct  taxation,  which  our  opponents  >o  tre<iucntly  p:cd:cte.l.  has 
never  come,  nor  is  there  any  more  p'-ospoct  ot  its  cominj;  now  than 
there  was  when  our  op|)onents  raised  the  cry  ytvirs  aao.  The  wh<de 
financial  policy  ot  the  (Jovornment  can,  with  the  utmost  conrithMi.e, 
Im-  Mihmitted  to  the  criticism  ot  the  most  t-areful  husiness  men,  who 
will  not  tail  to  see  in  it  i^vitlence  ot  a  carelul  atlminist ration  which  has 
sate.'uariled  I'.ie  treasury,  .secured  iiln-ral  revenues,  provide.l  fjroiier- 
ous'"expen.ritures  to  meet  the  puMic  ne.tls,  and  placed  the  puldic 
crctlit  ot  the  Province  in  an  enviable  position  in  the  tinaiicial  worlil 

.\   PHOCiRK.SSIVE  POLICY. 

Nova  Scotia  is  a  Province  of  jrreat  and  diversitieil  resources. 
Whih'  some  ot  the  sister  Prt.vinces  may  excel  her  i:i  some  special 
line,  there  i.-  no  Province  in  the  Hominion  which  has  srreater  or 
more  varie.l  sources  u(  wealth.  It  we  hut  hav.>  contitlenco  in  these 
resources,  ami  applv  ourselves  int.dlijr.ntly  an.l  patiently  to  their 
development,  there  is  no  reason  why  our  Province  should  not  ho  d 
its  „wn  ill  the  race  with  the  sister  Provinces.  Our  tailh  in  the  rich- 
ness ot   Nova  Scotia— of  its  soil,  of  its  mines,  of  its  ttuests,  of  its 


m^i: 


fighoriPH — and  in    the   intolliiton<«'  ol  its  pcoplo,  has  led   ux   to   the 
adoption  ot  a  propjresHivo  policy. 

In  the  prownce  of  the  n-cord,  the  leadinj;  points  of  which  I 
h'lve  briefly  referre(l  to,  I  have  the  fullest  assurance  that  when  the 
moment  arrives  for  them  to  express  their  judsrment  at  the  {oils, 
the  electors  of  Nova  S<'otia  will  place  the  seal  (»f  their  approval  on 
what  has  l>een  (lone,  and  fiive  to  the  Government  and  the  party 
su|)i)ortin!.'  it  a  renewal  of  confidence.  We  feel  that  we  may 
rightly  apju-al,  not  only  to  the  Liberals,  but  to  Conservatives  as 
well.  We  have  every  assurance  that  a  ;ar<re  proportion  of  the  best 
element  of  the  Conservative  parly  have  vieweii  this  policy  with 
approval,  and  wish  to  have  it  extended. 

This  record  of  cjood  irovernnient   and  pro-jfre-s  has  been  made  in 
t;ie  face  ot  strons?  hostility  from  the  opposition  leaders.     The  le<'i>i- 
lation  respectinjr  the  Whitney  Syndicate,  to  which   I  have  alrtmdy 
referred,  would  n^ver  have  existed  if  the  views  of  these;  leaders  had 
prevailed.     The  » laim  which  the   Province  advanced  in  connection 
with  the  Eastern  Extension  Railway  was  opposed  by  the  opposition, 
who  could  see  no  merit  in  it ;  yet  an  independent  tribunal,  presided 
oyer   by  a  distinfrnished  Ontario   jurist,  awarded  the    Crovernment 
$«7 1,000,    which   came   into   the   Treasury   of    the   Province.     Our 
railway  legislation,  too,  was  often  strongly       acked,  and,  even  where 
this  was  not  d(me  directly  we  wen-  indirectly  assailed  on  account  of 
it  by  the  attacks  on  the  additions  to  the  public  debt,  without  which 
the  railways  could    not   have   been   built.      Wc    submit  that    iti  ail 
branches  of  the  publi<- service  there  is  u,  be  found  abundant  evidence 
of  intelligent,  careful  and  pro<rr(s,ive  legi-.ition.     Every  propo.^etJ 
reform  has  been  carefully  incpiired  into  an.l  such  le>rislati(m  adopted 
its  seemed    to   be  necessary  to    keep  pac<.   with  the  advance  of  the 
tunes.     Education   has  been   liberally  fostered,  humane  institutions 
have     been     handsomely   su|.ported,      all     reaw.nable     temperance 
ami     moral   legislation   has     been  approv<>d,    agriculture    has    been 
encouraged,  mining   operations    hav(>  l>een  enormously  developed, 
new     enterprizes    have    l)een     aided,    railways     have    been     built] 
common    highways    have  been    improved,  the    streams    have    been 
spanned     by    substantial     permanent    liridgos,    the     statute     book 
has  »)een  tilled  with    valual>le   legislation  adapted    to    the    changiu"' 
cucum-stances  of  the  age.        What    more   coidd    have    been   done  "? 
It  is   hardly   too    nmch    to  say   that  there  is    nothing  in  the  way 
of  good  government  and  progress,  within  the  limits  of^our  finances, 
which  has  not  been  accomplished  by  the  present  Administration. 

I  present  this   brief  review  of  the   re.ord  of  the   Liberal  (rov- 
ernment  ot  Nova  Scotia  to  the  electors  ot  the  Province,  irrespective 
ot  party,  with  the  utmost  contidence  that  that    record  deserves,  and 
will  receive,  the  approval  of  (he  |'eopl(.  at  the  coming  election.' 
I  have  the  hommr  to  be,  (ientlemen, 

your  obedient  servant. 


Halifax.  N.  S.,   May  23rd,   liMtC. 


(i.  H.   MCKKAY. 


